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3t » Nff w ih Mr. Iltktn, 






Chief of the Romanian deak, at tkt 



Department of State, in order to olarlfy certain aasartlona regard lag 
tha attitude of tha Department, ooatalaad In the Invitations whloh 
ware addressed by Ocneral N/ytRadesou^ to oartaln exiled persona, la 
view of tha formation of a National Liberation Committee. 

Before asking Mr. Nlokels the questions 1 desired to have clarified, 

I wished to make oartaln that I had understood oorreotly the | position 
of tha Department of Skate with regard to the formation of a MOaanlan 
c ommitte e, as that position had boon defined to me by ay Interlooutor 
himself In the ooorae of previous talks. 1 asked Mr. Nlokela whether 
tha eonoluslons 1 had drawn as to the position of tha Department of 
State, from our previous talks, ware oorreot. I resumed those ocn- 
oluslona as follows t P 

1) The Department of Shite has not suggested and does not lntend ^e 
suggest, at least up to the present time, the formation of a oommlttee 
to anyone. The Department however let It be understood that, should 

auoh a oommlttee be formed by Romanians, on broad and representative I 

'' . \ 

bases, the Amerloan authorities would bo prepared to give It a oartaln 
amount of support; ^ 

e) The Department of State oategorloally denies any assertion that | 
It would Involve Itself In any way In the formation of the committee, j 
It denies that- It has ever suggested the Inclusion of any parson in 4 

tha oommlttee, or that It has aver expressed eny preference other than 1 

s 

that laid forth in # 3 below. | 

S) The Department of State enoourages tha Rosunlan movement abroad J 
to achieve the greatest measure of unity In Its aotlon. J 

Mr. Nickels stated that these three point’s resume with absolute j 
oorreotneas the attitude of the Department of 3tate. i 
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I than exposed to Mr. Nickels the matter* X wished to have clarified. 
In the first plaoe, the annoonoed Intention of Qen. Hade sou to proeeed 
an August 3.0, 1948, to proolalm the formation of the eoanlttee "with 
persons having answered affirmatively", seemingly unooneemed with the 
question vhether or not suoh persona answering affirmatively had the 
necessary Qualifications to afford the eoanlttee a representative 

V 

eharaeter. In the aeoond plaoe, the following senteneas, of vhloh the j 

first oomea from the circular Issued to the persons Invited to take ,/ 

part In the oossnlttee, and the other two from a letter addressed to 

hr.jjjCret*lang_ln connection with this same mattert 

1) "... following a new personal oonmunloatlon made to a» by the 

Department of State, a communication vhloh none us may Ignore, 

In view of ths advantages ensuing therofrom on behalf of the oauae-wa~ 

are called to defend, X have deolded. In my oapaolty aa the President^ 

and lawfnl/ 



id lawfu 

of the last Romanian oonstltutlonal/government, to assume respomsl* x 
blllty for the formation of the national o omit tee of liberation, end J 
to go forward with all the haste demanded by olroumstano 

2} "In view also of the attitude taken by the Department of State, 

It would be my belief that 1 may assart that a refusal on your part ij 
to anter the national oonalttee. In the o end It lone in which X mads ^ 
proposal, would not be the oourse that would beat servo your own 
lntereata. " 

S) This doolslon I took In full aooord with those In who^jarhavo 

. / 

plaoed all our hope of eaoaplng the oommunlat yoke, and assuming full/ 
responsibility for the sot X am aooCBpllshlng. 1 ’ ! 



X pointed out to Mr. Mlokels that the above allow the following 



oonoluslona to be drawn! 
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1) Oeneral “adeaou imrlii that tha Department of Stata asked - or 

that ha/ 

laaat suggested - htmxta/tske tha Initiative of forming a oommlttee. 

I obaarvad that thla assertion aeeaa lrraoono liable tdth tha attltuda 
of tha Department of state* ahloh had baen oonflrmed to me barely a 
few mlnutea before* and aooordlng to ahloh tha formation of a oommlttee 
had not baen auggaatad to anyone* 

i 

2) More than thla* by asserting that a "personal ooanmnloatlon" had . j 
baen made to him* Oeneral "adesou sllowa It to be understood that tha 
Departawnt of State oonsldera him to have the right to form tha oaa- 
mlttae* or at least that tha Oapartmant had expressed a preferenoe 1 a 
hla favor* This would be In oontradlotlon with the oategorloal asaai^j 
of the Oapartmant of State* to the effect that It does not desire tL 

ba Involved In any way In the formation of the aouLlttee. 

31 Mora serious still* Oeneral Badeaou aoooapanlea hla announoed \ 
Intention to form tha ooiamlttae In any oaaa by tha Tenth of August* ‘j 
"with those who answer affirmatively"* with suoh assertions aa "this I 
daolslon 1 took in full aooord" with tha Amarloana, and as "In view of | 
the attltuda taken by the Department of State"* Ikiose who should fall j 
to aooept would have oauae to regret their deolalon. nils* I pointed 
out* le a mode of making people believe that the Department of Stata — [ 
advised him not to bother too muoh about who aooepts or falls to aooeptj 
the Invitation* but to proceed In any oaaa with the formation cf the ' 
oommlttee. I stressed that this Impression whloh Oeneral u adesou la ’’ 
trying to aooredlt la Incompatible with the appeal for unity made by „ 
tha Amerloan Government* for it suggests that a oommlttee set up by ’ 
Oaneral ^adeaou would somehow have the approval of the Department of j 
State* no matter who might adhere or fall to adhere to it. j 

Aa e matter of faot*'I pointed out to Mr. Hlokela, It le unlikely j 



POOR QUALITY DOCUMENT 
SEE IM FOLDER FOR HARDCOPY 



that of the fifteen peraona addressed by General ^edesou, more khan 
flee would answer his appeal* not one of whom would be a member of a 
political party* (The reaaona for tbla ahall be aet forth below.) 

I eeked Mr* Niokela* therefore* whether be oonaldera these aaaertlona 
of Oeneral ^adeaou'a* directly Involving the attitude of the Depart- 
ment of state* to be exaot. 

Mr. Nlokele stated that the Department of State had not sent any 
personal message to General Bedesou, but had merely answered a query 
put by the latter. General x< adeaou had Indeed Informed the Department 
of hie Intention "to take the Initiative for setting up a oommlttee"* -j 

and asked to know what would be the attitude of the Department of / 

t 

state toward this Intention. It was replied to General ftadeaou that 
the Department would view with pleasure the formation of a Romanian 
committee* aet up on broad and soaprehenalve bases. 

I then aaked whether the oorreot interpretation of this reply would 

not be that what would be viewed with pleasure la the formation of the 

oommlttee as auoh* and not necessarily its formation by General Badesou. 

In other words* I hinted that What the Department meant was neither to ' 

oonslder that General Badesou was the proper peraon to set 19 the 

oommlttee* nor yet to lndloate a preference In hie behalf. ^)afc wool' 1 

have happened* I asked* If the polltloal parties* too* had announced 

their Intention to take the Initiative of forming the ooemlttoe - as \ 

seeing that/ j 

they oonslder themselves perfsotly will esllsd upon to do* xs/they , 
deem themselves to rsprssent ths majority of Romanian publlo pinion - 
and had than asked the Department of State whet Its attitude wee toward 



this initiative? Would they have reoeived the seme reply aa that given 
to Oeneral Hadesou? 

This, I stressed* was mors than a simple hypothesis* because the 



6 



polltioel partial had Indeed taken euoh an Initiative, even before. Qen. 
Redeeou, bat had not brought It to tha ootloa of tha Department of 
Stata so far - and would not bring It up at all, had tha laiua ngkbeen 
ralaad by other* - baaauaa they oonaldar thla to ba a matter of qparnal 
Romanian oonoern, that naed not ba dlaooaaad with any foralgn government. 

Hr. Xlokala rapllad that tha lntarpratatloh I gave to tha Depart- 
ment of State's answer to Qeneral Aadeaon was oorreot, and that to a 
similar query that might have bean put by myself on behalf of tha 
polltloal parties, the answer would have bean tha same. That la, as 
Hr. Hlokala stressed, that the Department would view with pleasure the • 
formation of a committee "on broad and comprehensive bases". 

Hr. Hlokels avwired that this Is all that actually happened and all 
that had been said to General Badeaou, In reply to his query thl* and 

i 

nothing more. 

Consequently, to a new query of mine, ha rapllad that Qeneral fiadesot 
had not bean encouraged, nor had It been suggested to him, to form 
the oommlttee with such parsons as might answer affirmatively to hie 
appeal, no matter who those parsons might be. 

With tha moderation that characterises him. Hr. Hlokala added the 
ecmment: "Qeneral Radeaou has oartalnly Interpreted tha reply given to 
his query by the Department of State, In a way that goes beyond the 
Department's Intentions, and which favors his own (Rsdeaou'a) point of 
view. I asked whether tha publication of General ftadesou'a appeal In 
any of tha Romanian publications that appear abroad might oomport so^ 

unpleasant oonsequenees. Hr. Hlokala wound up by saying that suoh pub- i 

! .1 

lloatlon would provide "our oommon foee" with propaganda arguments, rs- .) 
presenting tha United States as Interfering in the domestlo affaire of ; 

other o ountriee. I 

! 

31 July 1948. ««. 0. M. Buzeatl. J.- - - >H 




